
 

 

     
  

Donations: 

Please make all donations out to: 

The American Legion 

Dept. of Maine 

In the memo line 

please put: 

Ember’s Paws of 

Hope 

Or: 

Commander’s 

Project 

 

 

 

 

The Angel 

Ember was 9 weeks old when she moved in 

with Tim Nickels, the goal was to have 

Ember become a therapy dog. It was 

discovered  that Ember was too attached 

to Tim but no one knew that would save 

him later on. Anytime Tim was having a 

hard day or a bad shift Ember would sit 

with Tim. Tim was diagnosed with PTSD in 

2020, Ember wouldn't leave his side. Ember 

knew something was up.  Tim became 

suicidal and made attempts to end his life. 

Ember stopped him at least three times. 

When the days were dark, Ember wouldn't 

let him leave without her. 

 

Scan to Donate 
 
Scan the QR code with your 

phone & select Commander’s 

Project in the dropdown menu 

or visit www.mainelegion.org 

and select the DONATE button.  

 

 

Mail checks to: 
The American Legion, Dept. of Maine 

5 Verti Drive 

Winslow, ME 04901-0727 

 

 

EMBER’S PAWS 
OF HOPE 

 

Commander’s Project 

2025-2026 
Department Commander Leroy McKenzie 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

Ember’s Paws of Hope 

A nonprofit organization dedicated to 

providing emotional and mental support 

to veterans and first responders through 

the use of future certified therapy 

dog(s). Members of our team have a 

diverse background which include 

being trained in critical incident stress 

management and peer support, and we 

visit fire stations, police stations, hospitals, 

and veterans facilities to offer comfort 

and companionship to those who serve 

our communities. 

 

 

    

The Project 

National American Legion asks 

Departments to partner with local 

organizations to support BE THE ONE. 

Commander McKenzie has chosen to 

partner with Ember’s Paws of Hope 

(EPOH), an organization committed to 

provide, comfort, support, and 

emotional healing to veterans and first 

responders through the unconditional 

love and companionship of therapy 

dog. EPOH is dedicated to enhancing 

the wellbeing of those who serve our 

communities and country, offering a 

source of solace in times of stress, 

trauma and hardship. 

    

    
 The Plan 

We are asking all American 

Legion Posts and/or members 

to financially contribute to 

Ember’s Paws of Hope. This 

new 501-c-3 needs funding to 

provide more trained therapy 

dogs and make more 

appearances to provide 

physical, emotional and social 

well-being to others in need. 

  

  

 


