
   

W elcome to the 107th Edition of The Leadership 
Ledger. It includes Post, Department and  

National reports, leadership training events, upcoming 
conferences/conventions as well as rules and regulations 
pertaining to local, state and national laws. The Ledger is 
available by visiting the Department’s website at 
www.mainelegion.org under “News & Events” or on 
the home page. If you have any information to be pub-
lished in The Leadership Ledger, please forward to Dept. 
HQ via email at: legionme@mainelegion.org 

 

WINTER CONFERENCE  

January 13, 2024 

This Saturday! 

If you are registering on-line, please  
do so NO LATER THAN 1pm! 

Jeff’s Catering & Event Center 
15 Littlefield Way, Brewer 04412  

Annual Mid-Winter Conference Agenda  

Hotel Reservation and Registration 

To pay by debit/credit card, please click on the Pay 
Registration Fee button below. Select the quantity 
“number registering” and proceed to checkout by  
selecting Paypal Check Out or Check Out and Pay 
with Debit or Credit Card.  

Note: If you are paying online, you will 
be required to cover the cost of the fees 
associated with this online transaction. 

See Page 11 for printable instructions 

 
In observance of Martin Luther King Day,  

American Legion State Headquarters will be closed on 
Monday, January 15th. Please plan accordingly. 

THE LEADERSHIP LEDGER 

Volume 5  Issue 1 

January 11, 2024 

The American Legion, Department of Maine   
5  Verti Drive, Winslow, Maine  04901-0727 

www.mainelegion.org | legionme@mainelegion.org | 207-873-3229 

https://www.facebook.com/TALDepartmentofMaine 

AMERICAN LEGION MULTI-
YEAR MEMBERSHIP IS HERE 

The American Legion 
Dec 04, 2023 

E liminate the yearly hassle of remembering to renew 
your American Legion membership by taking  

advantage of the new multiyear membership available to 
current and potential members. Legionnaires needing to 
renew for 2024 or veterans joining the organization for 
the first time can lock-in a three-year membership by  
visiting legion.org/renew or legion.org/join. 

A multiyear membership was approved by the National 
Executive Committee of The American Legion during the 
organization’s Spring Meetings last May. Resolution 1: 
Purchase of Multiple Years of Membership approves “a five-
year pilot program offering the purchase of three consecutive 
12-month member terms at the then current dues rate.” 

Here is what you need to know about the three-year 
membership: 

➢ Multiyear membership sign-up is only available on the 
national American Legion website. Current or  
potential members cannot renew or join for a three-
year membership at the post level or through  
MyLegion.org. 

➢ Renew now with a three-year membership by  
visiting legion.org/renew. 

➢ Join now with a three-year membership by visiting 
legion.org/join. 

➢ Legionnaires already renewed for 2024 will soon be 
able to renew under the multiyear membership starting 
with the 2025 membership year. 

➢ Payment for the three-year membership will be upfront. 
➢ There is not a discounted rate with the three-year 

membership. 
➢ Membership cards will still be sent annually by Legion posts. 
➢ Those who sign up for a multiyear membership will 

not receive a renewal notice during the time they have 
signed up for the multiyear membership. 

Please note that the multiyear membership will work just 
like PUFL. Whatever rate the member renews at is the 
what the post/department/national will receive for the 
duration of that timeframe. For example, if a member 
renews today (before national per-capita $5 dues increase 
come July 1, 2024), National will receive $18.50 for the 
next three years. Let’s say the department’s per capita is 
currently $10 and is going to raise to $15 come July 1, 
2024. The department will receive the $10 for the next 
three years. Once the member renews after the three year 
renewal is up, the renewal rate will adjust to the rate at 
that time. 
 
 

http://www.mainelegion.org
mailto:legionme@mainelegion.org
https://mainelegion.org/pages/news-events/winter-conference.php
https://mainelegion.org/media/MWC/2024_MWC_Agenda.pdf
https://mainelegion.org/media/MWC/2024_MWC_Hotels_and_Registration_Updated.pdf
https://thekingcenter.org/king-holiday-2024/
http://www.mainelegion.org
mailto:legionme@mainelegion.org
https://www.facebook.com/TALDepartmentofMaine
https://www.legion.org/renew
https://www.legion.org/join
https://mylegion.org/PersonifyEbusiness/Home
https://www.legion.org/renew
https://www.legion.org/join
https://www.paypal.com/webapps/shoppingcart?mfid=1704994025314_f125188227889&flowlogging_id=f125188227889#/checkout/shoppingCart
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COMMANDER’S 
PROJECT 2023 
Department Commander Al 
McKay asks that each Post and 
Legionnaire support his goal! 

T he American Legion, Department of Maine has a 
long history with the Maine Veterans’ Cemeteries 

across the State. A chapel that had stood at the Maine 
Veterans Cemetery in Augusta since the burial space 
at Togus was closed, fell into disrepair and was torn 
down years ago. The committal building that  
replaced it is heavily utilized and in need of some 
massive structural renovations. The committal building 
is an essential tool needed to conduct an interment 
Service for our fallen comrades. If you would like to 
support Commander McKay’s project in renovating 
this necessary building, please mail checks to: 

The American Legion Department of Maine 
Attn: Committal Building 

5 Verti Drive, Winslow, ME 04901-0727 

If you would like to donate with a Debit or Credit 
Card, please call 207-873-3229 or visit: 

www.mainelegion.org  

and click on the Donate button.  

Make sure to type: “Commander’s Project”  
in the Note section. 

Thank You!!!

 
Show Your Support to Maine Veterans 
TODAY & Make Your Name Part of 

American Legion History 

Donate $100 or More and Receive  
 Yearbook and Centennial Coin!  

Deadline for Submission May 10, 2024  

B ecome a sponsor today by donating to  
the Maine American Legion Convention 

Yearbook Program and make your name part of The 
American Legion history! Your name will be listed in 
our 2024 Maine American Legion Yearbook made  
available in print and online in digital format by  
visiting: www.mainelegion.org.  

To donate with Debit/Credit Card, scan  
this QR code with your phone or visit 
www.mainelegion.org and click on the Maine 
Maine American Legion Convention Yearbook  
Donations Welcomed button to donate today. If donating 
by check, please make payable to The American Legion, 
Department of Maine earmarked “Yearbook Program” 
and mail to: The American Legion, Department of 
Maine, 5 Verti Drive, Winslow, ME 04901-0727. For 
more info, please call  HQ at 873-3229 Ext.2 or email:  
rachel@mainelegion.org 

 
A Message from the Detachment of Maine 
Sons of The American Legion 
 

W ord of the Month: Membership. The total number 
of members belonging to an organization. 

Please help our memberships grow by recruiting, 
renewing, and retaining members. 

George Rice 
The Detachment of Maine Adjutant 
E-mail jbglrice@gmail.com 
Cell 207-841-9148 

• • • • • • • • • 
Squadron Forms/Applications 

Print a SAL Membership Application 

Squadron Officers Form 

Consolidated Squadron Report - fillable  

Annual Squadron Data Report - fillable  

Click Here for the Latest Membership Report 

 
NAT’L VETERANS EMPLOYMENT  
& EDUCATION AWARDS 

The National Veterans Employment & Education 
Commission annually presents several awards at The 
American Legion's national convention to honor em-
ployers who hire veterans, disabled veterans and 
older workers. Those who help veterans find em-
ployment are also recognized. 

The awards include: 

• Employer of the Year - Small Business, Mid-Sized 
Business and Large Business 

• Employer of the Disabled Award 

• Employer of Older Workers Award 

• Local Veterans Employment Representative of the 
Year 

• Outstanding Disabled Veteran Outreach Program 
Specialist of the Year 

• Outstanding Employment Service Office of the 
Year 

• Michael Guty Homeless Veterans Outreach Award 

Nomination forms for each award are available 
through American Legion department headquarters 
or by clicking here. All entries must be accompa-
nied by an official nomination form with no more 
than two pages of narrative, along with supporting 
documents. Departments will send reminders to all 
posts about nominations. 

For more information:  

(202) 263-5771 |  ecruz@legion.org 

https://indd.adobe.com/view/54f13086-6b7e-46e4-bdec-f9c8510fb904
https://www.facebook.com/TALDepartmentofMaine?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXsERW6_9gqtAOD6Fu5z1eJVf-XCLH4beEaAKZhIWevprXNMcO0qZ52D4hav6Vl1rOTjUT0ONuDp00ML0F0Em172jNsw_tpU5_czmathYYnmXqTFNhcG-C6tUY418xdY8dpTmBR_2W0t3bDH_IbXznU&__tn__=-%5dK-R
http://www.mainelegion.org
mailto:rachel@mainelegion.org
mailto:jbglrice@gmail.com
https://mainelegion.org/media/SAL/salapplication.pdf
https://mainelegion.org/media/SAL/Squadron_Officers_2021.pdf
https://mainelegion.org/media/SAL/SAL_Consolidated_Squadron_Report__(CSR)_-_fillable.pdf
https://mainelegion.org/media/SAL/Annual_Squadron_Data_Report_(SDR)_-_filable.pdf
https://mainelegion.org/media/SAL/SAL_Detachment_Membership_as_of_01112024_2.pdf
https://www.legion.org/veteransbusiness/253809/veteran-employment-education-awards-forms
mailto:ecruz@legion.org
javascript:mdcr('bdrZddwpnFbpeedqp','')
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=WEKL5GPUELPMU
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ATTENTION  
POST COMMANDERS & ADJUTANTS  

S tarting July 1, 2024, all Posts will need to send  
Department $41.00 per member. 

Please remember to add this to your Post meeting 
agenda, reflect it in your minutes, and if you have “dues” 
in your bylaws, you must make appropriate changes.  

When completing the Annual Post Data Report for 
the 2025 Membership Year, make sure your Post 
fills out the Current Annual Post Dues section and 
has enough to cover the per capita dues.  Please also 
make sure the effective date is 07/01/2024. 

The Annual Post Data Report, which will be mailed 
to all Posts in February 2024, must be completed, 
and returned to Department HQ no later than  
April 15, 2024, in order for the information to be  
processed in time for the first 2025 Renewal Notice.  

Please call or email Department Headquarters if you 
have any questions.  873-3229.  

 

 
The American Legion, Department of Maine 
High School Oratorical Scholarship Program 

Thomas College 
180 West River Rd., Waterville, Maine 04901 

February 10, 2024, at 9:00 a.m.   
**All contestants should plan to arrive  

between 8 and 8:30 a.m.** 

(Snow Date: February 17, 2024) 

Maine HS Oratorical Scholarship Application 

Department of Maine Oratorical Brochure 

2024 Oratorical Rules Brochure 

Oratorical Promotional Brochure - National  

 

ORATORICAL DEADLINE 

Attention All Districts! 
Your posts are starting to have their run offs. Do you 
know which posts in your area have contestants? 
Please reach out to your posts. Districts should be 
scheduling when the district competition is and 
where. District winner’s application must be at De-
partment no later than January 26th before close of 
business. Any questions call Rachael 207-873-3229 
or Maureen 207-557-3109. Please leave a message if I 
don’t answer. ~ Thanks,  Maureen, Oratorical Chair  

 

 

TRAINING - 2024 
• • • 

2024 Training Dates 

 January 27th March 30th 
 May 25th July 27th 
 September 28th November 30th 

Training Location 

Department of Maine Training Room 
5 Verti Drive, Winslow, ME 04901. 

For more details on the Be The One campaign 
visit: betheone.org 

American Legion Be the One Campaign 

To Reserve Your Spot Email: 

jason@mainelegion.org 

Today, the #1 issue facing those who served is veteran 
suicide. According to the National Veteran Suicide 
Prevention Annual Report. 17 veterans still die by 
suicide each day, or more than 6,000 each year. The 
rate of suicide for veterans is more than 50% higher 
than that of non-veteran adults. 

The American Legion is activating a national 
platform to end veteran suicide. The Be the One 
campaign will: Destigmatize asking for mental 
health support, creating opportunities for those with 
mental health issues to speak freely and get the  
support they need; Provide peer-to-peer support and 
resources in local communities; Deploy FDA-
approved therapeutics for veterans to identify issues 
and find resources for support. 

 
Help Support the Maine American Legion  

Oratorical Scholarship Program  
by Donating Today! 

To Donate By Debit or Credit Card: Visit 
www.mainelegion.org and click on the DONATE 
button, or simply scan the QR Code with your phone. 
Select the Oratorical Contest listed under the “Use This 
Donation For” dropdown menu and select Donate 
with Debit or Credit Card. 

By Check:  Please make checks payable to:  

The American Legion, Dept of Maine 

Write “Oratorical Program” on the check  
and Mail to:  5 Verti Drive, Winslow, ME 04901-0727 

Thank you in advance for your support! 

https://mainelegion.org/media/Oratorical/2024_Oratorical_Application_FILLABLE.pdf
https://mainelegion.org/media/Oratorical/2024-Oratorical_Brochure_Maine.pdf
https://mainelegion.org/media/Oratorical/2024_Oratorical_Rules.pdf
https://www.legion.org/sites/legion.org/files/legion/publications/62ACY0420%20Oratorical%20Promo%20Brochure.pdf
https://www.legion.org/betheone
https://mainelegion.org/media/misc/Final_Be_the_One_Talking_Points.pdf
mailto:jason@mainelegion.org
https://mainelegion.org/media/misc/Final_Be_the_One_Talking_Points.pdf
https://mainelegion.org/media/misc/Final_Be_the_One_Talking_Points.pdf
https://mainelegion.org/media/Fall_Conference/2023_FALL_CONFERENCE_Tentative_AGENDA_092023.pdf
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=E5E3XEH4ENNM4
https://www.legion.org/betheone/about
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DECEMBER IMPACT:  
CLAIMS REPS COMPLETE  
BIG YEAR 

The American Legion 
JAN 09, 2024 

A ccredited American Legion service officers 
helped veterans obtain more than $16.5 billion in 

VA disability benefits in 2023, and national staff appeals 
representatives handled no fewer than 13,187 claims. 

Their work capped a big year in American Legion 
service and advocacy that also included an all-time-
high Operation Comfort Warriors grant delivered in 
Alabama; a big jump in the Tango Alpha Lima pod-
cast audience; and growing support for the Legion’s 
Be the One mission. 

To see the December 2023 American Legion  
Membership Impact Report, as well as those from 
previous months, click here. 

 

Let’s Get Word Out  
to Our Veterans! 

 

In honor of the NEW YEAR 
ask a Veteran to JOIN  

The Maine American Legion!  

Have them Scan the QR Code with the camera 
on their phone or visit: www.mainelegion.org 

 

ATTENTION ALL POSTS! 

Employee Retention Credit (ERC) 

I f you haven’t yet applied for ERC, the deadline is 
April 2024 to get a refund. In order to apply, your 

Post must have one or more W2 employees during 
the years 2020 and 2021. Ron Witham is an  
independent consultant and he will help file your 
claim. He has helped over 90 entities, including 
American Legions, for a total of  nearly $13 million 
to date.  He  can be reached by phone at: 207-314-
2767. His e-mail is: rwitham.mps@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

Q During the Civil War, what Confederate  
General told his children that there would 
be no Christmas presents and the reason 
why? 

  

A SCHOLARSHIP FOR  
CHILDREN  
OF THE FALLEN, 
DISABLED 

The American Legion 

JAN 09, 2024 

I f you are the child of a parent who lost their life 
while honorably serving on active military duty 

on or after 9/11, or is a post-9/11 veteran with a 
combined VA disability rating of 50 percent or higher, 
you are eligible to apply for The American Legion 
Legacy Scholarship. 

The 2024 American Legion Legacy Scholarship 
application is online. The application deadline is 
March 27. 

Since the Legacy Scholarship's first grant in 2004, 
825 military children of the fallen and disabled have 
received over $6.2 million in financial assistance for 
higher learning. The following are ways the scholar-
ship has helped recipients: 

“Receiving this scholarship over the course of my 
medical school career has truly been a life-changing 
opportunity for me. This scholarship helped me alle-
viate the financial stress that comes with the rigor-
ous training required to become a doctor.” 

“Thank you for awarding me with The American 
Legion Legacy Scholarship. It is a great privilege to 
be a recipient of your generosity, and I look forward 
to utilizing these funds in pursuit of my college edu-
cation. Your help will allow me to pursue my 
dreams of becoming an officer of the CIA and for 
that I am extremely grateful.” 

The Legacy Scholarship provides financial aid for 
graduate or post-graduate tuition, books, room and 
board, meal plans and other supplies needed to achieve 
a higher education. It is a needs-based scholarship – 
the grant amount each scholarship recipient will  
receive will be based on his or her financial need 
after all federal and state aid is exhausted. Recipients 
will have a year to use the grant and may reapply to The 
American Legion Legacy Scholarship up to six times. 

The number of scholarships awarded and the amount 
of financial aid granted to each awardee (this includes 
returning applicants) will be determined on donations 
to the scholarship fund and one's financial needs. 

For additional information about the scholarship and 
eligibility requirements, please learn more here 

The 2024 American Legion Legacy Scholarship  
recipients will be selected by The American  
Legion’s Committee on Youth Education during the 
organization’s annual Spring Meetings in May.  

https://www.legion.org/membership/impact
http://www.mainelegion.org
mailto:rwitham.mps@gmail.com
https://www.legion.org/legacy-scholarship-application/eligibility
https://www.legion.org/legacy-scholarship-application/eligibility
https://www.legion.org/scholarships/legacy/about
https://mainelegion.org/
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is a resource for those who 
wish to learn basic skills  
with the powerful technology  
of today’s world. Increased 
|proficiency with  computers and 
cell-phones et al is good both 
personally and professionally.  

These Apps Drain Your Phone’s Battery 
the Most 

 

No huge surprise: Social media and dating apps suck 
the most battery life out of your phone. 

When your phone’s battery level is low, you probably 
have only yourself to blame. But it's nice to have 
someone else to pin it on, too—or rather, something. 
Phone-storage app company pCloud decided to help 
out by analyzing app permissions to find which are  
operating in your phone, whether you're using them or not. 

The methodology involved looking at which functions 
the apps used (such as location or camera), how 
much battery power those require, and whether the 
apps in question have a dark-mode setting. By those 
standards, the top five biggest drains are Facebook, 
Fitbit, Skype, Uber, and Verizon. 

Not so coincidentally, the apps that are the biggest 
time sucks are also among the biggest battery drainers. 
Social media apps including Facebook, Instagram, 
LinkedIn, Snapchat, YouTube, and WhatsApp are in 
the top 20, and all permit 11 features to run in the 
background. Online dating can be emotionally  

exhausting, and your phone feels the same way. 
Bumble, Grindr, and Tinder account for 15% of the 
top battery-draining apps. They each let about 11 
features run while you swipe on potential matches. 

You can see which apps are using the most battery 
power on your own device by going into settings, 
selecting battery, and looking at battery usage by 
app. You just might find that your Twitter habit is 
59% of your phone activity. (I'm not naming names 
here. OK, it’s me.) 

Changing your behavior is obviously one way to 
save battery life, but if you want to go the path of 
least resistance, we've got easy battery-saving tips 
for iPhone and Android users that are more set-it-
and-forget-it. 

RECOMMENDED BY OUR EDITORS 

Don’t Run Out of Juice: How to Save Battery 
Life on Your iPhone 

iPhone 13 Battery Tested: The Boost Is Real 

10 Tips to Boost Your Android Phone’s Battery Life 

~ www.pcmag.com 

 

The American Legion 
Department of Maine 

 

Dirigo State 
Town of Hudson….……..……………....... $430.00 

 

 

A. Just before Christmas of 
1863 (c.) because of Union 
supply blockades and an 
overall shortage of materials, 
the Confederacy had little to 
spare for kid’s gifts other than 
homemade toys or popcorn 
balls, so General Howell Cobb 
told his children that there 
would be no Santa, because 
the Yankees had shot him. 

https://blog.pcloud.com/secret-phone-killers/
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/deleted-dating-apps-addiction_n_5fa32158c5b6f1e97fe67a1f
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/deleted-dating-apps-addiction_n_5fa32158c5b6f1e97fe67a1f
https://www.pcmag.com/how-to/how-to-save-battery-life-on-your-iphone
https://www.pcmag.com/how-to/how-to-save-battery-life-on-your-iphone
https://www.pcmag.com/how-to/9-tips-to-boost-your-android-phones-battery-life
https://www.pcmag.com/how-to/how-to-save-battery-life-on-your-iphone
https://www.pcmag.com/how-to/how-to-save-battery-life-on-your-iphone
https://www.pcmag.com/news/iphone-13-battery-tested-the-boost-is-real
https://www.pcmag.com/how-to/9-tips-to-boost-your-android-phones-battery-life
www.pcmag.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Union_blockade#:~:text=The%20Union%20blockade%20in%20the%20American%20Civil%20War,12%20major%20ports%2C%20notably%20New%20Orleans%20and%20Mobile.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Union_blockade#:~:text=The%20Union%20blockade%20in%20the%20American%20Civil%20War,12%20major%20ports%2C%20notably%20New%20Orleans%20and%20Mobile.
https://www.veteranscrisisline.net/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Howell_Cobb#Later_life_and_death
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Stay Connected with  
Your Fellow Legionnaires! 

 
Click here to see the 
Latest Post Events

 

Click Here 
for the State 
Directory! 

• • • • •  

IMPORTANT  
INFORMATION  

ABOUT THE  
STATE DIRECTORY! 

The State Directory has been posted on the Department 
Website in the past however it is now password-
protected. Please call Dept. HQ at: 873-3229 or  
e-mail legionme@mainelegion.org to get the pass-
word, or if you have any questions or concerns. 

 
“Be yourself; everybody else is already taken.” 

~ Oscar Wilde 

PAST COMMANDERS CLUB 
Please note that the annual dues for 

Past Commanders Club are $5.00 per 
member. See Page 10 for an application. 

 

2024 Digital Catalog: 
A New Way to Shop! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click Here to Preview 

 
Full printed catalog arriving in mailboxes soon! 

American Legion Flag & Emblem 

5745 Lee Rd. 

Indianapolis, IN 46216 

(888) 453-4466  

emblem@legion.org  

Manage Preferences • Unsubscribe  
• View Online

 

MEMBER DISCOUNTS 

Discount programs are offered 
exclusively to members of The 
American Legion and Sons of The 
American Legion. Click on the 
green button of go to:  

https://mylegion.org/PersonifyEbusiness/
Membership/Member-Discounts 

 

Call Dept. HQ  at 
873-3229 or e-mail:  

legionme@mainelegion.org 
to get the Password!! 

https://em.legion.org/c/11ujolTtJRSuswuxFpGKMXMTql
https://em.legion.org/c/11ujnE0GW7PFXSIlyUpqVZ28qM
https://mylegion.org/PersonifyEbusiness/Membership/Member-Discounts
https://files.constantcontact.com/d47ada41801/5b28f647-1e36-47ff-a9f7-e56c711fe4ee.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/d47ada41801/5b28f647-1e36-47ff-a9f7-e56c711fe4ee.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/d47ada41801/e56789e7-79fd-48e4-a4f9-310c677b152b.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/d47ada41801/e56789e7-79fd-48e4-a4f9-310c677b152b.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/d47ada41801/e56789e7-79fd-48e4-a4f9-310c677b152b.pdf
mailto:legionme@mainelegion.org
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Oscar-Wilde
https://files.constantcontact.com/d47ada41801/5b28f647-1e36-47ff-a9f7-e56c711fe4ee.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/d47ada41801/e56789e7-79fd-48e4-a4f9-310c677b152b.pdf
https://emblem.legion.org/catalog-legion.asp
mailto:emblem@legion.org?subject=Digital%20Catalog
https://em.legion.org/k/12a2wrAwgMlRwbwSfioAcH
https://em.legion.org/k/12a2wrAwgMlRwbwSfioAcH
https://em.legion.org/q/1I626AWgN5prS35W7FZO7/wv
https://mylegion.org/PersonifyEbusiness/Membership/Member-Discounts
https://mylegion.org/PersonifyEbusiness/Membership/Member-Discounts
https://www.consumerfraudreporting.org/current_top_10_scam_list.php
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Eligibility Questions 

Q. What are the eligibility dates for membership in 
The American Legion? 

A. Thanks to the LEGION Act (Let Everyone Get 
Involved In Opportunities for National Service 
Act), Congress expanded the current eligibility 
period to cover Dec. 7, 1941, to the present, and 
includes the current war campaigns. Previously, 
there were seven declared war periods. Now 
there are two, the current war period dating back 
to World War II and another war era covering 
World War I. No other restrictions to American 
Legion membership changed. 

Q. I’m currently on active duty. Am I eligible? 

A. Yes, you are a veteran. All current active duty 
military are eligible for membership. 

Q. I didn't retire from the military, but was on active 
duty during one of the qualifying time periods. 
Am I eligible? 

A. Yes, you are a veteran. As long as you have 
served at least one day of federal active duty  
during any qualifying period, you are eligible for 
membership. 

Q. I served during one of the qualifying periods, but 
was never in a combat zone. Am I eligible? 

A. Yes, you are a veteran. Location of active duty 
service is not a consideration for membership. 

Contact us: 

Customer Service: (800) 433-3318 
E-mail: mylegion@legion.org 
The American Legion National Headquarters 
5745 Lee Road, Indianapolis, IN 46216 
Fax: 317-860-3001 

 

 Print 2024 Membership Cards 
 in MyLegion 

A merican Legion post and squadron group  
leadership can print a current membership card 

for Legion and Sons of The American Legion members. 

To start: 
1. Go to your My Account page in www.mylegion.org. 
2.  Enter My Groups to access Group Profile. 
3.  Click on “View Members.” 
4. Search the member and click on their name from 

the list to view Member Profile. 
5. Click “Membership Cards” and click on the link 

to view and print card image. 
 

MEMBERSHIP                     REPORTS 

The American Legion’s success depends entirely on 
active membership, participation and volunteerism. 
The following monthly reports located on: https://
www.legion.org/membership/impact provide a 
summary of membership, participation and 
volunteerism making an impact in the lives of veterans, 
families and communities. American Legion Posts 
can share the many ways Legionnaires are  
making a difference in their communities by  
submitting consolidated post reports online. To 
visit the impact American Legion posts made 
throughout the year, visit:  

https://www.legion.org/bythenumbers   or  

https://www.legion.org/membership/impact 

 

Attention: District  
Commanders & Adjutants 

District Meeting Calendar 
Form now available online! 

Click Here or visit: 
www.mainelegion.org  
under Forms/Application 

 

 

QUICKLY & EASILY RENEW  
ONLINE TODAY! 
Simply Scan the QR Code with  
the camera on your phone or  visit:  

www.legion.org/renew 

 

Warrant Templates 
All Post/District Officer Positions  

Available on-line at: MaineLegion.org 
or go to:  

http://www.mainelegion.org/pages/
formsapplications.ph.  It’s fast and easy!!!  

 
DISTRICT MEETINGS 

Be Connected • Be Heard • Be Informed 
JANUARY 2024 

 

District 5 – Oxford: Jan. 16 
South Paris Post 72, 7:00PM 
District Oratorical Contest  

 

District 7 – Lincoln:  Jan. 15 
Wiscasset Post 54, 6:00PM 

MyLegion.org is a One-Stop-Shop for  
Managing Your American Legion Membership! 

mailto:mylegion@legion.org
https://mylegion.org/PersonifyEbusiness/Home
http://www.mylegion.org/
https://www.legion.org/membership/impact
https://www.legion.org/membership/impact
https://www.legion.org/membership/impact
http://www.mylegion.org/
https://www.legion.org/bythenumbers
https://www.legion.org/membership/impact
https://mainelegion.org/pages/formsapplications.php
http://www.legion.org/renew
http://www.mainelegion.org/pages/formsapplications.php
https://files.constantcontact.com/d47ada41801/3bba80e8-ead6-4718-9385-47bed102bcdb.pdf
https://mainelegion.org/pages/formsapplications.php
https://www.legion.org/membership/impact
https://mylegion.org/PersonifyEbusiness/Home
https://em.legion.org/c/11kTHTWTGKWijnXQYzCJMdd0i7
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How to File a Claim 

How can a Veteran prepare before starting their application? 

• Be sure to fill out their claim completely. 

• Gather any evidence (supporting documents) they’ll submit themselves when they file their 
VA disability claim. We encourage them to send in all their supporting documents along with 
their claim. This will help us process their claim quickly. Learn about fully developed 
claims 

• Find out if they’ll need to turn in any additional forms with their claim. Learn about addition-
al forms Veterans may need to file 

What evidence does a Veteran need to support their claim? 

They can support their VA disability claim by providing these documents: 

• VA medical records and hospital records. These could relate to their claimed illnesses or 
injuries or they could show that their rated disability has gotten worse. 

• Private medical records and hospital reports. These could relate to their claimed ill-
nesses or inju- ries or they could show that their disability has gotten worse. 

• Supporting statements. These could be from family members, friends, clergy members, 
law enforce- ment personnel, or people they served with. These statements could tell us 
more about their claimed condition and how and when it happened or how it got worse. 

Depending on the type of claim a Veteran files, they may gather supporting documents 
themselves, or they can ask for our help to gather evidence. We’ll also review their dis-
charge papers (DD214 or other separation documents) and service treatment records. 

 
Learn more about the evidence we’ll need for their claim 

Does a Veteran need to submit evidence with their claim? 

No. A Veteran doesn’t have to submit any evidence to support their claim. But we may need to 
schedule a claim exam so we can learn more about their condition. 

Learn more about VA claim exams (C&P exams) 

A Veteran should also know that they have up to a year from the date we receive their claim to 
turn in any evidence. If they start their application and need time to gather more supporting doc-
uments, they can save their application and come back later to finish it. We’ll recognize the date 
they started their application as their date of claim as long as they complete it within 365 days. 

Should a Veteran submit an intent to file form? 

If they plan to file for disability compensation using a paper form, they may want to submit an 
intent to file form first. This can give them the time they need to gather their evidence while 
avoiding a later potential start date (also called an effective date). When they notify us of their 
intent to file, they may be able to get retroactive payments (compensation that starts at a point in 
the past). 

Note: If they file for disability compensation online, then they don’t need to notify us of their in-
tent to file. This is because their effective date gets set automatically when they start filling out 
the form online— before they submit it. 

Find out how to submit an intent to file form 

https://www.va.gov/disability/how-to-file-claim/evidence-needed/fully-developed-claims/
https://www.va.gov/disability/how-to-file-claim/evidence-needed/fully-developed-claims/
https://www.va.gov/disability/how-to-file-claim/additional-forms/
https://www.va.gov/disability/how-to-file-claim/additional-forms/
https://www.va.gov/disability/how-to-file-claim/evidence-needed/
https://www.va.gov/disability/va-claim-exam/
https://www.va.gov/resources/your-intent-to-file-a-va-claim/
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How to File a Claim (cont.) 

How does a Veteran file a claim for compensation? 
They can file for disability compensation in any of these 5 ways: 

1.  Online: 
Veterans’ can file a claim online now at www.va.gov File for disability compensation online 

2.  By Mail: 
File a Veteran’s claim by mail using an Application for Disability Compensation and Related 
Compensation Benefits (VA Form 21-526EZ). 

Get VA Form 21-526EZ to download 

Print the form, fill it out, and send it to this address: 

Departmen of Veterans Affairs 
Claims Intake Center 

PO Box 4444 
Janesville, WI 53547-4444 

3.  In Person: 
Bring the application to a VA regional Office near them. Find a VA regional office 

4.  By Fax: 
If they’re in the U.S., fax their application to 844-531-7818 

If they’re outside the U.S., fax their application to 248-524-4260 

With the Help of a Trained Professional: 
A Veteran can work with a trained professional called an accredited representative to get help 
filing a claim for disability compensation. 

There are five Veterans Service Organizations located on the Togus Campus: American  
Legion, Disabled American Veterans, Maine Veterans’ Services, Paralyzed Veterans of  
America, and Veterans of Foreign Wars 

Get help from an accredited representative 

What happens after a Veteran files their VA disability claim? 

Find out what happens after a Veteran files 

A Veteran doesn’t need to do anything while they’re waiting unless we send them a letter asking 
for more information. If we schedule exams for them, they should be sure not to miss them. 

Check a VA claim status 

 

Look for a Togus Representative at one of the following locations: 

January 16, 2024 – Veteran Employment and Resource Event, Clinton Town Office  
27 Baker St., Clinton, ME, Time: 10:00am to 3:00pm, Open to the Public 

January 19, 2024 – Veteran Employment and Resource Event, University of Farmington  
246 Main St., Farmington, ME, Time: 10:00am to 3:00pm, Open to the Public 

http://www.va.gov/
https://www.va.gov/disability/file-disability-claim-form-21-526ez/introduction
https://www.va.gov/find-forms/about-form-21-526ez/
https://www.va.gov/find-locations/?facilityType=benefits
https://www.va.gov/disability/get-help-filing-claim/
https://www.va.gov/disability/after-you-file-claim/
https://www.va.gov/claim-or-appeal-status/
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This form may be filled out on-line at:  www.mainelegion.org/pages/formsapplications.php 

*** Please note that the annual dues for Past Commanders Club have increased to $5.00/member)*** 

http://www.mainelegion.org/pages/formsapplications.php
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Annual Mid-Winter Conference 
January 13th, 2024 

Jeff’s Catering & Event Center 

15 Littlefield Way, Brewer, ME 04412 

 

The annual Mid-Winter Conference of the American Legion, Department of Maine, will  

be held at Jeff’s Catering & Event Center, 15 Little Field Way, Brewer, ME 04412 on 

January 13th, 2024.  The Conference will be hosted by Commander Alfred McKay and  

2nd Vice Commander Leroy McKenzie. 

Special Rate for Legion Family for Hotel Reservations: 

Holiday Inn:  404 Odlin Rd, Bangor, ME 04401. Phone: 207-947-0101 

Room Rate: $104 + sales tax, Microwave, Refrigerator, Coffee/Tea Maker, Elevators,  

Restaurant, Lounge, Indoor pool. 

Bangor Grand Hotel: 357 Odlin Rd, Bangor, ME 04401. Phone: 207-947-6961 

Room Rate: $89 + sales tax – Refrigerator, WIFI, Restaurant, Lounge, Indoor pool 

Please state “American Legion” when calling for reservations. 

Hotel Reservations are to be made by each individual, as the Department HQ will not be coordinating 

reservations for this conference.  Deadline: January 5, 2024. 

Mid-Winter Conference Registration Fee: $10.00 per person. 

Includes unlimited coffee & tea (Regular and Decaf), water all day, and juice, 

breakfast pastries, and fresh fruits in the morning. 

This is for the American Legion, Auxiliary, Sons, and Guests that are attend-

ing. 

Mid-Winter Conference Lunch Buffet- $10 per person (to be paid to Jeff’s  

Catering by noon.) 

Please mail registration fee to: 
The American Legion Department of Maine 

5 Verti Drive 
Winslow, ME 04901 

(Notate “MWC” in memo field) 
 

To pay by debit/credit card visit www.mainelegion.org, and select WINTER CONFERENCE listed in the NEWS & EVENTS dropdown 
menu. 

 

Any Questions Call Department HQ at 873-3229 or email legionme@mainelegion.org 

http://www.mainelegion.org

