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Department Commander Al McKay asks that each Post and Legionnaire support his goal.

The American Legion, Department of Maine has a long history with the Maine Veterans’
Cemeteries across the State. In 1960, The American Legion learned of a plan for joint State-
Federal cemeteries, by State Convention in 1962 (in Old Orchard Beach), a resolution was
passed attested by Department Adjutant Nathaniel Cobb. The resolution was to establish a
Legion committee at the Maine Veterans Cemetery in Augusta since the burial space at Togus
was closed. The Committee was tasked with finding land, deciding on building designs, placing
flag poles, deciding on marker types, and working on getting legislation passed to support this
massive project.

Fast forward to 2023- A chapel that had stood at the well-established cemetery fell into disrepair
and was torn down years ago. The committal building that replaced it is heavily utilized and in
need of some massive structural renovations. The committal building is an essential tool needed
to conduct an interment service for our fallen comrades.

Commander McKay states "This is a very much-needed building to provide a dignified space
for our veterans, their spouses, and their families. The building renovations will allow
protection from the elements year-round and ensure The American Legion, continuing with
their Maine Veterans Memorial Cemetery history, remains a frontrunner in honoring all veterans
who enter Post Everlasting".

If you would like to support Commander McKay’s project in renovating this necessary building,
mail checks to:

The American Legion, Department of Maine
Attn: Committal Building

5 Verti Drive

Winslow, ME 04901-0727

If you would like to donate with a Debit or Credit Card, please call 207-873-3229 or visit
www.mainelegion.org and click on the Donate button. Make sure to type “Commander’s
Project” in the Note section.
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